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SHELLFISH 
AQUACULTURE MANAGEMENT ADVISORY COMMITTEE (AMAC) 

Summary Notes (DRAFT) 
Best Western Plus, Westerly Hotel and Convention Centre 

1590 Cliffe Ave, Courtenay, BC 
October 23, 2014 

AMAC members at the table:   

Aquaculture Industry: 
 

Keith Reid – Odyssey Seafoods 
Daniel Rabu – Haida Seafood Products Ltd. 
Barry Seeley – Clayoquot Sound Oyster Growers’ Association 
Ed Bereziak – Aphrodite’s Garden Oyster Company 
Clint Thomas Collins – Ocean Protein Canada 
 
Aquaculture Associations: 
Roberta Stevenson, BC Shellfish Growers Association  
 
Environmental/Conservation Organizations: 
Edina Johnston (alternate to Shelley McKeachie) - Association for Responsible Shellfish 
Farming 
Scott Wallace – David Suzuki Foundation 
Dan Lisch (alternate to Norm Prince) – Friends of Baynes Sound 
 

First Nations: 
Julie Carpenter - Central Coast Indigenous Resource Alliance 
Joe David Sr. – Nuu Chah Nulth First Nation 
 
Local Government: 
Bill Veenhof, AVICC Director, Area H Nanaimo RD 
 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada: 
Diana Trager, Director, Aquaculture Management 
March Klaver, Manager, Aquaculture Resource Management 
Gabrielle Kosmider, Sr. Aquaculture Resource Manager 
Brenda McCorquodale, Sr. Aquaculture Resource Manager 
Melinda Scott, Aquaculture Coordinator 
Jon Chamberlain, Science Liaison, Aquaculture 
 
Government of British Columbia 
Myron Roth, Industry Specialist, BC Ministry of Agriculture 
 
Observers in Gallery: 
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Barb Bunting, Island Scallops 
David Stirling - Aboriginal Aquaculture Association  
Michelle Tung, FNFC 
William Beynon, Metlakatla First Nation 
Allan Davidson, Haida Nation 
JP Hastey, Nova Harvest 
Erin Latham, PhD student, UVic 

Facilitator:  Craig Darling - Accord Canada 

Discussion Summary and Action Items: 

Welcome and Introductions  
 
Brenda McCorquodale noted that DFO is requesting to change the order of items on the 
agenda.  It was noted that a couple government representatives travelling from Victoria are 
delayed due to an accident on the Malahat. 
 
Diana Trager welcomed participants to the meeting.  Trager noted that DFO is going to 
reduce the amount of presentations in the AMAC and is looking for more feedback/ 
discussion from AMAC members. 
 
Review of AMAC notes from January Meeting 
 
McCorquodale reviewed the meeting notes and the recommendation and response log.  
There was discussion about how items are followed up on, tracked, and recorded. 
 
Director’s Update 
 
Trager provided a number of updates.   
 
She noted that the Geoduck Framework has not been approved, acknowledging that a 
number of members are very eager to see it finalized. 
 
Trager updated on the processing of licences, noting there are 16 new site applications, 13 
under review (of which 10 are at decision-making stage).  There are 25 amendments which 
have been processed and 5 under review.  There was some discussion about whether paper 
licences are being issued and Trager noted her staff are following up. 
 
Members asked if geoduck is added to an existing licence if a pre-seed harvest still needs to 
take place.  At the time of the meeting Diana stated that it is DFO’s policy that a pre-seed 
harvest would need to take place.* Subsequent to the meeting, the Department has 
confirmed that this is not the case, as the Fisheries Act notes that commercial fisheries 
(which include pre-seed harvests) cannot take place in a tenured location without the 
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permission of the tenure-holder.  So if there is a tenure in place a pre-seed harvest will only 
take place where the tenure-holder has given their permission. 
 
Members asked if DFO can provide a map on a regular basis which shows where new 
licences are being applied for in the province.  There is specific interest in new geoduck 
culture applications. 
 
Trager provided a brief update on the Aquaculture Activities Regulation.  Noted that date for 
input has now passed, will work its way through the legal requirements.  Possible it will be 
implemented as early as this spring. 
 
Trager provided an update on User Fees/ Licence duration.  The process is still following the 
proscribed process and should be complete in time for fees to be introduced in concert with 
the spring shellfish aquaculture licence renewals. 
 
General questions were asked about licence duration, recent requirements from Transport 
Canada, and provincial participation in meetings.  Captured in Recommendation and 
Response log. 
 
Overview of Science Process, Science Update, and Science Priorities for 2015 
 
Jon Chamberlain provided an overview presentation on DFO Science processes.  Comments 
from the AMAC members included a suggestion that environmental sustainability be 
highlighted as a goal, that industry be credited for their in-kind and monetary contributions 
to science and research, and there was a discussion about how feedback can help to fill gaps 
or amend priorities. 
 
Jon provided more detailed information on the link between science and policy.  Members 
asked for Jon to distribute a link to the carrying capacity model from the East Coast.  There 
was general interest in, and a request for additional information on carrying capacity models 
and analysis. 
 
There was a round table discussion related to Science Priorities.  Feedback included: a need 
to respond quickly to emerging science issues (i.e. die-offs); concern about pollution, 
microplastics, and trends in water quality (and interest in accessibility of data related to 
water quality); carrying capacity; ocean acidification, pollution, and contaminant sinks; 
establishing baseline information for the above issues; cumulative effects and ecosystem 
health; species capability mapping; better access to information that is being 
collected/analysed including trends in water quality and climate; viability of natural spat; 
predator control options/impacts; encourage more international literature reviews; genomics 
and ocean acidification; inter-jurisdictional issues related to water quality; and global issues. 
 
Program Updates 
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Gabrielle Kosmider provided an update on a number of program and management issues.  
Kosmider noted that a draft is now complete of the shellfish application guidebook.  
Kosmider noted that she will forward a link when the document is posted on FrontCounter 
BC’s website.  Kosmider noted that work has been ongoing to streamline a number of 
elements of the licence.  She also noted that hatchery protocol information will be brought to 
the land-based/freshwater Industry meeting. 
Daniel Rabu asked if the UHA is being required to get tenures and aquaculture licences for 
their enhancement/fishing sites.  Kosmider noted that they are going to be required to 
licence their sites. 
Kosmider provided an update on the Canadian Shellfish Sanitation Program and the 
Management of Contaminated Fisheries Regulations.  Work is still underway to streamline 
this work and make it more efficient.  Initiative is working to improve communication and 
effectiveness.  There was a discussion relating to testing, protocols, and priorities. 
 
Conservation and Protection Overview 
 
Neil Jensen provided an overview of C&P Operations related to aquaculture.  A discussion 
took place with respect to input from the AMAC members on C&P priorities.  Industry 
members urged DFO to devote resources to illegal product entering the marketplace, and 
discussed areas of jurisdiction related to contamination issues (upland, float home, derelict 
vessels, etc.). 
Jensen noted that if there are immediate concerns and issues, for example about derelict 
predator netting, people can always call the Observe, Record, Report line at 1-800-465-
4336.  There were questions relating to C&P presence in the Central Coast. 
 
Round Table – Final Thoughts 
 
Facilitator Craig Darling asked for member’s final thoughts.  Members recommended that 
Transport Canada and BC Lands be invited again to attend the next meeting.  Interested in 
workshops or subcommittees on specific issues that need to be worked on – for example 
geoduck framework implementation.  Interest in discussing the issue of spat collection in 
Pendrell Sound.  ENGO representatives noted a desire for more access to data, DFO will 
discuss in follow up.  Interest in follow-up on water quality testing future. 
  
 
 
 
 


