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Blue Revolution 2.0, this year’s title of the 
Aquaculture Association of Canada’s annual 
national conference was held in Nanaimo earlier 
this month.   Over 350 delegates attended this 
three day event to share and learn of new 
developments in aquaculture science and practice 
that contribute to food security and sustainability 
for the future.   

This year the program included special sessions 
such as practical applications for the ‘Atlantic 
Salmon Genome Sequence in Aquaculture’, a 
workshop on ‘Communicating your Message’ and 
new for the Aquaculture Canada 2015 conference, 
‘Aquaculture in the Classroom – A Day of 
Discovery’, was organized for local high school 
students and teachers to learn more about the 
aquaculture industry, its people and their 
careers.  Students learned the significance of the 
aquaculture industry in B.C. and across Canada 
through a hands-on experience that included 
finfish and shellfish.  A ‘Careers in Aquaculture’ 
interactive session with industry representatives 
was a highlight.   

 

“AAC Blue Revolution 2.0” 
Aquaculture Association of Canada holds its annual national 

conference in Nanaimo 
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Keynote presentation at AAC Blue Revolution 2.0.  

The AAA hosted the ‘First Nations Aquaculture’ 
session, which focused on partnerships, coinciding 
with the release of the AAA commissioned 
Aquaculture Partnerships: A Guide for Aboriginal 
Communities.  The guide provides step-by-step 
guidance on how to develop effective partnerships.  
Richard Harry President of the AAA stated “We hope 
to see First Nations utilize the guide to assist in the 
continued growth and economic development within 
their communities.”   

An author of the Guide, Neil Philcox introduced it, 
stating that “the guide outlines the key steps along 
the way in developing partnerships, groundwork with 
the community needs to done and the conversation 
started early.”  It is hoped the guide will help First 
Nations look at options including assuming a greater 
role in the decision making process and as active 
participants in the partnership.   

Current examples of working partnerships were 
featured.  Tla-o-qui-aht (TFN) and Creative Salmon 
spoke of their experience forging a partnership that 
was two decades in the making.  Early on Bruce 
Frank, the Hereditary Chief of the TFN, was tasked 
with having to tell Creative Salmon to pack their bags 
and to leave their traditional territory. However, open 
and ongoing communication resulted in an 
arrangement that both parties are proud of.   Both 
parties had a mutual desire to see the environment 
cared for with development still happening. The Tla-
o-qui-aht were not opposed to salmon farming but 
opposed to the way in which it was done.  The 
partners established principles on how Creative 

Salmon would raise Chinook salmon.  Key elements 
include; Chinook species only, no use of night lights, 
no anti fouling on the nets and a pen density cap.  
Today Creative Salmon is a big employer of Tla-o-
qui-aht members.  Frank warns that mixing First 
Nation politics and economics doesn’t work, it is 
important to include people with strong business 
background in partnership discussions.   

Brandon Smith a Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Chek’tles7et’h’ First 
Nations youth stated, “I love working on the ocean, I 
am a proud fish farmer,” having worked for seven 
years raising black cod with Golden Eagle.  Through 
their partnership Brandon says he has learned a lot and 
he wants to help others learn the skills needed, 
particularly the youth from his community. Golden 
Eagle’s President Terry Brookes told the crowd that 
partnerships take time and need to be inclusive of the 
young people, “the vision for the partnership has to be 
long term, and companies need to make a long term 
commitment.”    

Bruce Frank of Tla-o-qui-aht First Nation and Tim Rundle of 
Creative Salmon. 

Frank Dragon, Treaty Coordinator for 
Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Chek’tles7et’h’ First Nations, says 
Golden Eagle has been a good partner and that the 
hope is that the partnership will bring long-term 
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employment opportunities and allow members to 
stay at home.   

Bruce Frank’s words, “We live together, we shall work 
together” sums up the need to develop meaningful 
long lasting partnerships. ‘The fish farms have not 
only benefited the Tla-o-qui-aht but Tofino as a 
whole.”    

 

Brandon Smith and Frank Dragon of Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Chek’tles7et’h’ 
First Nations 

Also included on the agenda was a report on two 
projects funded by the Aboriginal Aquaculture in 
Canada - National Aboriginal Aquaculture Fund 
(NAAF).   

Aquaculture is not only a coastal activity.  Lyle 
Morriseau from the Sagkeeng First Nation in 
Manitoba outlined his community’s vision in pursuing 
the Sagkeeng’s Sustainable Aquaculture for Long-
term Community Development project.  The name 
Sagkeeng is derived from the Ojibwe word zaagiing 
meaning “at the outlet,” which describes its location 
on both the north and south shores at the mouth of 
the Winnipeg River on the east side of Lake Winnipeg 

in Manitoba. The feasibility study looked at potential 
for raising white fish including sturgeon and pickerel.  
These species have a spiritual and cultural connection 
for the Sagkeeng.  Lyle said “It wouldn’t have been 
possible to do the study without the support from 
NAAF and support from government of Manitoba.” 

Traditionally, the community has prided itself on 
being self-sufficient; harvesting and producing the 
necessary goods to support a strong and healthy 
community in a sustainable manner.  In more recent 
times, the community has been a leader in managing 
change in the way of life while preserving core values 
in the face of development happening on and around 
its traditional territory.  Aquaculture has been 
identified as an opportunity to engage the 
community as a whole and in particular the youth of 
the community.  Lyle stated, “We want to look at 
aquaculture, what it is and what it isn’t. Not take 
away but add to the community, get the operation in 
motion, get back some self-sufficiency.” Education, 
employment and economic development based on 
traditional resources are the objectives of a new 
aquaculture development project for Sagkeeng First 
Nation. 

Frank Dragon of Ka:’yu:’k’t’h’/Chek’tles7et’h’ First 
Nations (KCFN) presented on a multi-year project 
that has seen the KCFN work collaboratively with 
researchers from the University of British Columbia 
to identify the main predation concerns on clam 
aquaculture beaches and mitigation measures to 
ensure the viability and sustainability of the 
operation.  The cultivation and harvest of clams is of 
high cultural significance to KCFN and continued 
development of existing and new shellfish 
aquaculture sites allow the KCFN people to maintain 
their connection to the past, while providing a 
promising path forward within the community.  

A key message from the conference was that 
expansion of the aquaculture industry is dependent 
on First Nations involvement.  First Nations are 
uniquely positioned to take advantage of this socio-
economic opportunity and to have a larger role in the 
management of the marine resources within their 
territories.   
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AAA Aquaculture Partnerships: A Guide for 
Aboriginal Communities 

The AAA is pleased to announce the launch of the 
Aquaculture Partnerships: A Guide for Aboriginal 
Communities.  As the aquaculture industry continues 
to grow in Canada, First Nation communities are in a 
unique position to benefit.  The AAA commissioned 
the development of this guide to assist First Nations 
who are interested in developing partnerships.  By 
creating this guide we hope to encourage First Nation 
communities to become more involved in the 
activities in their territories from a business 
ownership perspective. 

The Aquaculture Partnerships Guide was developed 
by the Aboriginal Aquaculture Association in 
response to a demand for resources to guide the 
development of partnerships between Aboriginal 
communities and industry. The demand for this 
information is growing as Aboriginal communities 
seek the benefits of aquaculture involvement, 
including financial benefits, capacity building 
opportunities, relevance to cultural traditions, and 
the assertion of title and rights. This step-by-step 
guide leads communities through the various stages 
of partnerships with a focus on practical 
considerations. Included is guidance on how to 
identify and engage with partners, how to develop a 
partnership agreement and manage the relationship, 
and how to terminate the partnership. It also includes 
an overview of the risks and benefits of entering into 
partnerships, potential types of partnerships, key 
elements of a partnership agreement, and how to 
understand the roles and responsibilities of each 
party. This guide was prepared based on information 
gathered from industry and Aboriginal stakeholders, 
including legal and financial specialists. The guide 
also brings together best practices from a review of 
pertinent literature. With the help of this guide, it is 
hoped that Aboriginal communities will be better 
prepared to approach and negotiate with potential 
partners for mutual benefit. 

The guide is hosted on the AAA website at: 
http://www.aboriginalaquaculture.com/partnership-guide/ 

 

Economic Opportunities for Aboriginal 
Aquaculture in Canada 

In April of 2014, the AAA, along with the Waubetek 
Business Development Corporation, jointly 
commissioned a report to examine the economic 
opportunities for aquaculture for First Nation’s 
throughout Pacific, Central Ontario and Northern 
Regions.  The Waubetek Business Development 
Corporation delivers business financing and 
economic development services to First Nations and 
Aboriginal entrepreneurs in North-Eastern Ontario. 

The report, Economic Opportunities for Aquaculture in 
the Pacific, Central, Ontario and Northern Regions is a 
useful tool for many First Nations seeking economic 
opportunities in aquaculture development. 

Due to the success of this guide Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada is currently working on an expansion of this 
report to encompass all of Canada.  The new report, 
Economic Opportunities for Aboriginal Aquaculture in 
Canada will soon be available and provides the latest 
projections for aquaculture growth by province, 
nationally and globally.  Understanding the growth 
potential of the aquaculture industry and the 
opportunities that arise from this growth is a key 
element for First Nation communities and 
entrepreneurs who are in a unique position to benefit 
economically though direct involvement, partnership 
development and in the service and supply sector.  
For example, it is expected that the aquaculture 
industry in British Columbia will expand over the next 
decade, and it is anticipated that First Nations could 
represent 40% of that growth.   

For a copy of the report or for questions relating to 
opportunities in aquaculture, please contact the AAA 
office.  

We’ve Moved! 

The AAA has moved its offices into the new Campbell 
River Indian Band office building located at 1650 Old 
Spit Road in Campbell River. While our physical 
location has changed, our mailing address remains the 
same. 


