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Shellfish Aquaculture Development Training Wraps Up
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The Aboriginal Aquaculture Association wrapped up the seven week Shellfish
Aquaculture Development Training program last month. The training program was
designed to provide a clearer understanding of the business management and
technical skills required to successfully pursue shellfish aquaculture development.

The training sessions focused on the management of a shellfish aquaculture operation
including; start up, tenure process, species, site selection, operations and
maintenance, marketing and business management.

Classroom instruction was provided by Association staff, industry experts, operators
and government officials. On site visits were carried out at a variety of locations
including; Granite Bay — First Nation traditional clam gardens; Fanny Bay Oysters,
Mac’s Oysters — processing and farming facilities, Island Scallops — hatchery and grow
out, Pentlatch Seafood- First Nation Shellfish company and Vancouver Island
University — cockle culture. We appreciated operators opening up their facilities and
sharing their expertise with the participants. Participants benefited from seeing
firsthand the actual day to day operations of these facilities.

The Association was responsible for the overall coordination of the project and to
secure funding to get the program underway. We gratefully acknowledge funding
support provided by Indian and Northern Affairs, Opportunities and Partnership
program.

The Association is working
with each group on the next
steps, to identify
opportunities in sustainable
shellfish aquaculture
development within their

| traditional territories.

® If your community has an
interest in this kind of
program contact the
Association office and we
can assist with its
coordination.

Some of the Course Participants at Fanny Bay Oysters
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New Species for Aquaculture being identified

As announced in Budget 2008, and initiated by Mr. Eric Gilbert, Director of Innovation and Sector
Strategies, Fisheries and Oceans Canada is currently undertaking a National Aquaculture Strategic
Action Plan Initiative (NASAPI) as part of its Sustainable Aquaculture Development Program.

Among the factors to be addressed in the action plans is the development of alternative (i.e. new)
species for commercial culture. The goal is to focus developmental resources on a targeted number
of promising species that are biologically and economically capable of achieving commercial success
within the foreseeable future.

Five collaborative discussion sessions were held across the country, with two of them taking place in
Nanaimo, looking at West Coast marine finfish and West Coast shellfish species. The exercise
brought together subject matter experts, federal and provincial government representatives, and
industry stakeholders to review and discuss the candidate species.

Alternative Species Developm ent i West Coast Finfish

Although a number of finfish species could be considered as candidates for commercial aquaculture
on the west coast of Canada, it was agreed that Sablefish and Rockfish be considered as principal
targets in the current action plan initiative (designed for FY 09/10 through FY 13/14). Among the
participants at the workshop, there was consensus that only sablefish is positioned to warrant
developmental investment to bring the species to commercial culture status within the coming five
years.

Alternative Species Development 1 West Coast Shellfish

The corresponding candidates identified for commercial shellfish culture were- in order of priority as
ranked by the participants at the meeting: 1) Geoduck 2) Mussels 3) Scallops 4) Cockles 5) Abalone
6) Sea Cucumber 7) Sea Urchins

Next Steps

The species identified for further investment will be brought forward in the official consultation stage
of the NASAPI initiative in the Spring - Summer of 2009. The main outstanding research and
development requirements identified for each targeted species will be revisited and evaluated by a
broader audience and action items will be developed looking ahead over the next five years of
furthered industry development.

Copies of the full reports from the West Coast meetings are available at the AAA office.
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Aboriginal Aquaculture Association receives
Aboriginal Aquatic Resource and Oceans Management Funding
(AAROM)

Working with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) Pacific Region the Aboriginal Aquaculture
Association has been confirmed for funding for the new fiscal year 2009-2010. This current fiscal year
is a transitional year f or DFiaxtuding ARS,cAAROMN, ithe Atlanti€C o n t
Integrated Commercial Fisheries Initiative (AICFI) and the Pacific Integrated Commercial Fisheries
Initiative (PICFI). DFO is working to integrate these programs under one set of Terms and Conditions.

No significant program changes are anticipated the changes will be designed to help streamline
administrative processes. During this year DFO will be developing a new National Integrated
Contribution Agreement Template and developing criteria and assessment processes. It is hoped that
the Association can start discussions regarding multi-year AAROM funding sometime in September.

While a range of activities are supported through AAROM the Direct Support to First Nation
communities, a key element of the services the Association provides, will continue to be available.
Staff will be on hand to assist communities with specialized expertise in the area of aquaculture
development.

We can provide technical support, deliver training and orientation, and assist with the preparation of
proposals, business plans and regulatory permits related to aquaculture development. Plans this year
include hosting small workshops to update communities on topics of interest such as site and species
selection, water quality issues, tenure and license process, market information.

We continue to build our library and update it with current aquaculture publications, news articles,
and research findings. Some of these will be available on our webpage. We are also building our
inventory of marine maps. These maps are a key tool to assist communities with site and species
selection. Feel free to come into our offices to look through this material.

The Association will continue to develop partnerships with alternate funding sources to support
additional activities such as the recent partnership with INAC to deliver the Shellfish Aquaculture
Development Training.

If you have any questions or are interested in getting more information please call our office. We
would like to hear from you.
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AllsetforAquacul ture 809 Conf er
May 10 6 13, 2009

The Aquaculture Association of Canada (AAC) is holding its annual conference at the Coast
Bastion Inn in Nanaimo next month (May 10-13). A comprehensive program has been
developed, with three days of concurrent sessions being held on Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday. A wide range of topics and research findings will be covered, with presenters
from all across Canada and the international aquaculture community.

The Aboriginal Aquaculture Association has been asked to organize and chair a session on
First Nations®d Opp o rgesinfAquacultere Dexetodme h, ard lthe n
following presentations will be made, starting at 2:00 on Monday, May 11;

1 TedWiliams-Journey to economic independence: BC
1 Chief Richard Harry- Opportunities for First Nations in aquac ulture

1 Jennifer Silver- Getting from a wild shellfish harvest to shellfish aquaculture: talking about
what your community venture needs to succeed

1 Richard Hardy- Overcoming adversities in the shellfish aquaculture industry

1 Chief Harold Sewid- Developing a successful service business to the aquaculture industry - an
opportunity for First Nations

1 Chief Tom Nelson- Value of aquaculture to First Nations and how to develop agreements
with aquaculture companies that benefit First Nations

Details about the conference are available at the AAA office, or go to the AAC web site at:
http://www.aquacultureassociation.ca/
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